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The Idioms Game

Instructions
· Students can work in groups or individually. Each group or student gets a slip of paper with an idiom, the real definition and usage notes, and blank spots for 2 fake definitions. 
· Students write fake definitions for their idioms on their own. 
· Students then write their assigned idioms on the board and read to the rest of the class the three definitions, and the audience has to guess the real definition. 
· After all students have presented and real definitions have been discovered, all students write each idiom, real definition and usage, 1 sample sentence, and 1 situation in which they might use the idiom in their notebooks individually.

Idioms, definitions, and format for slips of paper

On the table
Real definition: when a matter is under consideration; up for discussion.  
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2: 

Cut one's losses
Real definition: to stop doing something that is already failing in order to reduce the amount of time or money that is being wasted on it
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

New blood
Real definition: new people in a company, school, or other organization.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Jump the gun
Real definition: take an action before its time; take an action before all approvals have been gained; refers to starting a race before the gunshot signifying the start of the race has been fired.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:  

Mental health day  
Real definition: call in to your office and make an excuse for not coming into work; claiming to be physically ill so you can’t come to work – specifically because you feel you need a break from the pressure of your job.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Calling it in
Real definition: doing something very mechanically, in a bored fashion, not emotionally or intellectually involved, as if using the telephone to “call in” your participation from a distance.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Does not pan out  
Real definition: when an action doesn’t produce results; comes from the days when prospectors panned for gold.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Like a bat out of Hell  
Real definition: moving very fast, without thoughtfulness.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2: 

Push the envelope  
Real definition: take a risk, be strongly creative, come up with advanced new thinking. 
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Wake up and smell the coffee
Real definition: when someone needs to look realistically at what is going on around him/her, usually a negative situation; “get a clue,” pay attention to what is going on (and maybe do something about it.)
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Weigh in on  
Real definition: give one’s opinion about something, give one’s advice about something.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Strange bedfellows
Real definition: enemies forced by circumstances to work together; members of an unlikely alliance.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Cut the mustard
Real definition: To succeed; to perform satisfactorily; to meet expectations.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Shot in the dark
Real definition: A hopeful attempt or guess, but without enough information or guidelines.
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Make like an ostrich 
Real definition: “put one’s head in the sand,” ignore problems
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Cooking the books  
Real definition: illegally presenting inaccurate financial information
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Schmoozing 
Real definition: friendly chatting with someone for an ultimate business purpose
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Swoop in
Real definition: acted quickly upon something
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Sell like hotcakes
Real definition: to sell very quickly
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Boys in the backroom
Real definition: a group of people making decisions behind the scenes
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Heads will roll
Real definition: someone will be punished
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Put one's nose to the grindstone
Real definition: to work diligently/hard
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Strike while the iron is hot
Real definition: to take advantage of an opportunity while it’s available
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:

Back-of-the-envelope calculations  
Real definition: quick calculations; estimates using approximate numbers, instead of exact numbers
Fake definition 1:
Fake definition 2:


Idioms, definitions, and format for sample sentences and situations that students can write in notebooks in class or for homework

On the table: when a matter is under consideration; up for discussion.  
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Off the table: no longer under consideration, i.e., when a negotiating point is no longer being considered.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Behind the 8-ball: in a difficult situation, under a lot of pressure to perform, short of cash; from the game of pool (a game played on a special table with sticks and numbered balls); you do not want to have a ball behind the black ball marked with a number 8.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Jump the gun:  take an action before its time; take an action before all approvals have been gained; refers to starting a race before the gunshot signifying the start of the race has been fired.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Like a bat out of Hell:  moving very fast, without thoughtfulness.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation: 

Calling it in: doing something very mechanically, in a bored fashion, not emotionally or intellectually involved, as if using the telephone to “call in” your participation from a distance.  
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Strange bedfellows: enemies forced by circumstances to work together; members of an unlikely alliance.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Mental health day:  call in to your office and make an excuse for not coming into work; claiming to be physically ill so you can’t come to work – specifically because you feel you need a break from the pressure and “craziness” of your job; you need some time to get perspective.   
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Push the envelope:  take a risk, be strongly creative, come up with advanced new thinking. 
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Pan out: when an action doesn’t produce results; comes from the days when prospectors used to pan for gold.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Cut the mustard: To succeed; to perform satisfactorily; to meet expectations.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:

Shot in the dark: A hopeful attempt or guess, but without enough information or guidelines.
Sample sentence:
Sample situation:
